Quality assurance for epidemiologic studies.
Quality assurance (QA) has been successfully applied to scientific disciplines such as toxicology. Experience gained in the application of QA and quality control (QC) through a formal program of compliance with Good Laboratory Practice (GLPs) regulations has been beneficial in toxicology and can be used to develop and implement a similar program in epidemiology. We focus here on the specific ways in which GLP-mandated quality assurance can be adapted and used in epidemiology and on the consequent benefits of this effort.